
Populating Heaven Seminar Part 1 

Making disciple who make disciples 

1. Started just looking 

2. Begin to get interested 

3. Started questioning and seeking 

4. Has heard and understood the Good News message 

5. Has come to believe it is true 

6. Has made a decision and is encouraged to tell others. 

7. Has been baptised in water and filled with the Holy Spirit 

8. Has become a disciple and encouraged to make more disciples 

Targeted Prayer is vital 

1. Prepare a prayer list. Faithfully praying for specific people unlocks their 

hearts. They can be friends, neighbours, work colleagues, people you meet 

in the street, people from the Renew Centre etc. The target is for them to 

come to faith in Jesus but start off by praying for opportunities to show them 

love, have useful conversations etc. Don’t give up. 

2. Birthing Prayer. We release new life in prayer. We are not the source of 

new life, but we are the carriers of new life. We do not generate life, but we 

release, through prayer, the one who does generate life. The Holy Spirit. 

Remember these verses that came to Ruth recently? “Before the birth pains 

even begin, Jerusalem gives birth to a son. Who has ever seen anything as 

strange as this? Who ever heard of such a thing? Has a nation ever been 

born in a single day? Has a country ever come forth in a mere moment? But 

by the time Jerusalem’s birth pains begin, her children will be born. Would I 

ever bring this nation to the point of birth and then not deliver it?” asks 

the Lord. “No! I would never keep this nation from being born,” says your 

God. Isaiah 66:7-9 

Another example of the birthing power of the Holy Spirit is “Sarah’s faith 

embraced the miracle power to conceive even though she was barren and 

was past the age of childbearing, for the authority of her faith rested in 

the One who made the promise, and she tapped into his faithfulness. 

Hebrews 11:11 

3. Prayer can often be a struggle. Those who sow their tears as seeds will 

reap a harvest with joyful shouts of glee. They may weep as they go out 

carrying their seed to sow, but they will return with joyful laughter and 

shouting with gladness as they bring back armloads of blessing and a 

harvest overflowing! Psalm 126:5-6 

You are my dear children, but I agonize in spiritual “labour pains” once 

again, until the Anointed One will be fully formed in your hearts!     

Galatians 4:19 

Don’t give up, keep focused and keep trusting the God of the impossible. 



Remember…”You don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for 

it. 3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all 

wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.” James 4:2-3 

4. Pray for opportunities. Choose streets near where you live or around 

Bentley, and try and set aside 30 min a week to pray for you to meet people 

you can create a relationship with. Start a friendly conversation and watch 

what God will do! It is the will of God for people to be saved, so be persistent 

and keep faith in the God of Salvation. Friendship is the key. 

Particularly look out for new people moving in near you so you can welcome 

them and maybe invite them for a coffee. 

We have to come out of our Church bubble and meet people where they 

are. The more people we befriend, the more the opportunities will come. 

Expect God to answer your prayers. 

The Power of the Holy Spirit is essential 

But I promise you this—the Holy Spirit will come upon you and you will be filled 

with power. And you will be my messengers Acts 1:8 

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for the receiving of spiritual power, particularly to 

witness. 

Without the operation of the Holy Spirit, people will stay spiritually deaf and blind. 

“Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t 

believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t 

understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of 

God.” 2 Corinthians 4:4 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit were never meant to be kept inside the walls of the 

Church. We take and use those gifts to allow the Holy Spirit to speak into and 

open up lives that are dead to Jesus. The Holy Spirit will make the spiritually blind 

to see and the spiritually deaf to hear and receive the Good News of Jesus. 

Without the power of the Holy Spirit it will be like attacking tanks with pea 

shooters! 

We need to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit and not just rely on one 

experience. “Don’t drink too much wine. That cheapens your life. Drink the Spirit 

of God, huge draughts of him.” Ephesians 5:18 (Message) 

This means our relationship with Jesus has to be kept fresh and open, then we 

will produce fruit. “I am the sprouting vine and you’re my branches. As you live in 

union with me as your source, fruitfulness will stream from within you—but when 

you live separated from me you are powerless.” John 15:5 

The question is often asked “How do I know if I Have been filled with the Holy 

Spirit?” the answer is “Do I see the power of God active in my life and am I using 

the gifts He has given me?” 



Populating Heaven Seminar Part 2 

The Practical Weapons You can use in the Fight 

We have already looked at prayer and this is an essential weapon to continually 

use. 

The following are spiritual weapons we can use when face to face with people. 

Remember – Friendship is the foundation of all we do. 

                       Wait for the Holy Spirit to give the opening, but we must open our 

mouths to tell them. They are not mind readers! 

1. Our Personal Story – This is very effective as people relate to the 

experiences of others and it shows we are ordinary people. 

Don’t make it too long. 3-5 min is fine. 

Keep it God centred and not me centred.  

Have 3 sections –  

(a) What was my attitude to God before I became a Christian? 

(b) How did I become a Christian? 

(c) What does God mean to me now? 

If you made a commitment when you were a child –  

(a)  The privilege of being brought up in a Christian home. 

(b) How did you make that commitment as a child and if you have never 

known a time when you did not believe, say so 

(c)  What God means to me now. 

People relate to ordinary stories 

Write it down and practise practise practise!  

Get to the point where you can share your story in a relaxed, confident and 

ordinary way in 3-5 min 

At the end of your story just pause and ask the question “What did you think 

of that?” and then WAIT. Don’t worry about a bit of silence. People need to 

digest it. 

Getting people to respond is very important to find out where they are on 

their spiritual journey. 

Relax. Don’t always think people will think you are crazy. 

You have the most wonderful message in the world. 

2. Use Spiritual Gifts – The Bible is full of God meeting people in a 

supernatural way. The gifts were given so that Heaven would invade Earth! 

That’s why Jesus taught us to pray “Your Kingdom Come!” 
But I don’t have the gifts. Help! 

The Bible says ask for them and He will give them to us on the spot. 



 

Jesus said “If imperfect parents know how to lovingly take care of their 

children and give them what they need, how much more will the perfect 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit’s fullness when his children ask him.” 

Luke 11:13 

Make sure you are filled with the Holy Spirit daily. 

God wants to speak to us and through us to others. 

We are made to hear God’s voice – Jesus said “My own sheep will hear 

my voice and I know each one, and they will follow me.” John 10:27 

Expect God to speak to you. 

Words of Knowledge. 

Wisdom 

Healing 

People are confronted with the living God when this happens. 

3. Know the message – Don’t give a muddled message. 
Keep it simple and natural. 

Do not use religious churchy language. 

(a) God loves us. 

(b) None of us are perfect and God’s standard is 100% 

(c) Jesus died to deal with the problem of our failure. He was 

punished instead of us. 

(d) We need to ask for forgiveness and allow Jesus to be the leader 

of our life from now on. 

(e) We become children of God, forgiven and all cleaned up. 

When people do come to personal faith in Jesus, encourage them to share 

their new faith as soon as possible. It will then become natural and they will 

fulfil “Make disciples who make disciples.” 

Get a copy of “Journey into Life and keep learning the verses and the 

message that goes with them. 

Practical illustrations 

The Bridge to Life 

See separate sheet. 

The 3 Circles 

See separate sheet giving you two alternative presentations and there 

are plenty of videos on YouTube. 

Spend time learning these illustrations so that you can share them 

naturally when the time is right. 

 

 


